1914 still function.
It is obvious that both in Kashmir and Hydera-
bad existing conditions cannot be put up with and
if the State authorities continue to act in the manner
they have so far done, a resumption of civil disobe-
dience will become inevitable.
None of us wants conflict, but in this dissolv-
ing age conflict surrounds us at every step and the
world rattles back to chaos and the rule of brutal
violence. None of us wants this chaos in India for
that is no prelude to freedom. Yet while we recog-
nise that our strength grows, the forces of disruption
and disintegration, of communalism and provincial-
ism, of irresponsibility and narrow-mindedness also
grow. We have to remember that British Imperial-
ism, though weakening at its centre, is still a formid-
able opponent, and freedom will have to be purchased
by many a struggle. Neither we nor any one else in
the world can view the future light-heartedly for the
present is full of sorrow and disaster, and the imme-
diate future of the world is wrapped in gloom. Yet
in India there are gleams of hope though dark
clouds assail us. And the brightest of these rays
comes from the newly-awakened people of the States.
We who presume to shoulder the burden of their
struggle have a heavy responsibility and it will require
all our courage and our wisdom to discharge that
faithfully. Strong language will not help us; it is
often a sign of weakness and a substitute for action.
It is action that is demanded today, wise and effective
action which takes us speedily to our goal, controls
the forces of disruption, and builds up the united India
of our dreams.
Petty gains and advantages may lure us from
time to time, but if they come in the way of the larger
objective, they must be rejected and swept away.

